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The City of Maricopa, through Council Resolution 07-62, passed unanimously on December 4, 2007, has imple-
mented a Fast Track Permitting Process for qualified new, expanding or relocating businesses. Recognizing the 
need to offer a business-friendly environment which allows businesses to relocate and expand in the community 
rapidly and efficiently, the City is committed to streamlining and simplifying, where possible, its governmental 
permitting processes. 
 
Qualification Criteria: 
 
To qualify for fast track program consideration, a project must meet one of the following criteria:  
 

1. Create a minimum of 20 permanent full-time jobs within the first 12-months after its expansion or re-
location to the City of Maricopa; or 
2. Produce $2 million in gross annual payroll; and 
3. Be a targeted industrial, commercial or service project eligible for incentives; and 
4. Have a multiplier effect of at least 1:1 and create an increase in property value for construction of a new 
or expanded facility. 

 
In all instances, the new or expanding business shall have completed the Economic Impact Data Sheet and Prior-
ity Projects Program Application provided by the Economic Development Department of the City of Maricopa. 
 
*Fast Track assumes property is properly zoned and platted for intended use. 
 
Definition: 
 
Fast Track Status includes – 
 
!" An expedited process for qualified projects 
!" A business-friendly economic development professional that will expedite projects through the develop-

ment review process 
!" Pre-development meetings, initiated by city development professionals. These meetings  play a vital role 

in eliminating unexpected delays during the development review process 
!" City staff assistance with coordination of all necessary parties, such as monthly meetings with utility com-

pany representatives 

Program Overview 



1. For those expanding or relocating commercial and industrial businesses meeting 
the following criteria an expedited permitting process as described in Section 2 
hereof shall be offered: 
 

a. Creation a minimum of 20 permanent full-time jobs within the first 12 months after its expansion 
or relocation to the City of Maricopa; or  

b. Production of two million dollars in gross annual payroll; AND 
 
c. Creation of a multiplier effect of at least 1:1 and an increase in property value for construction of a 

new or expanded facility; and  
d. The proposed site is properly zoned and platted for intended use; and  
e. In all instances, the completion of the qualifying process implemented by the City of Maricopa 

Economic Development Department of the City of Maricopa through the Economic Impact Data 
Sheet, Priority Projects Program Application, and identification as a target industry pursuant to 
the Economic Development Department Strategy and Vision used in such process. 

 
2. For businesses that meet the above described criteria, the City of Maricopa agrees 
to take the following actions in an effort to streamline the permitting process: 
 

a. Make available a business-friendly economic development professional during the qualifying proc-
ess to better inform the prospective business of City requirements in anticipation of the initial 
meeting with City staff; and 

b. Create a Development Plan Team for each qualifying project which shall be headed by an individ-
ual whose job will be to facilitate meetings, and act as a single contact to whom all information is 
submitted and from whom answers to the business’ questions shall be obtained; and 

c. Cause the Development Plan Team to conduct an initial meeting with the business (pre-
application conference) to discuss the overall project and to develop a checklist of items, docu-
ments and submittals needed for its specific project. A plans review timeline will be developed and 
agreed upon by both parties which includes submittal deadlines and review for all development 
related issues. Components of the schedule to facilitate a project may include but are not limited 
to:  

 
i. regularly scheduled work sessions with the business' design team,  
ii. follow-up meeting with the business’ design team to discuss the review com-

ments, submittal dates, review schedules, permitting in phases and comple-
tions in phases; and 

 
d. Subject to the business' adherence to the schedule, review and written comments will be provided 

within ten (10) working days of submittal of required program application documents to the City. 
A master timeline will be developed by the Development Plan Team for the project and will also 
include the plans review timeline in addition to review and negotiation timelines for the business 
and legal staff regarding easement dedication, development agreements, economic development 
agreements, and other necessary documents; and 

e. Staff review of plans and written comments will adhere to the customized schedule and permitting 
process; and 

f. Where necessary, permits will be provided on a phased approach; and  
g. Reasonable effort and commitment to calling special meetings of the Planning and Zoning Com-

mission, and in extraordinary circumstances, special meetings of the City Council to obtain neces-
sary approvals or resolve special issues. 

 

Council Ordinance 



Type of Plan Review Initial Plan Review Re-submittals 

Residential 15 days 10 days 

Additions/Alterations 
(time dependent upon scope 
of work) 

10 days 5 days 

Residential Revisions 10 days 8 days 

New Commercial / Industrial 
(includes Bldg, Civil, Fire) 20 days 15 days 

Commercial Revisions 8 days 5 days 

Tenant Improvements 8 days 5 days 

Electrical 5 days 2 days 

Plumbing 2 days 2 days 

Engineering - Civil on-site 
(separate submittal) 15 days 10 days 

AFES (Fire Sprinkler) 8 days 4 days 

Fire (Underground) 6 days 4 days 

Other 8 days 6 days 

Listed below are standard estimated review turnaround times.  
 
Projects qualifying for Fast Track permit times will work with the City to create an expedited master timeline for 
the project which will also include the plans review timeline in addition to review and negotiation timelines for 
the business and legal staff regarding easement dedication, development agreements, economic development 
agreements, and other necessary documents. 

Standard Project 
Turnaround Times 



The City of Maricopa, as a member of the Greater Phoenix Economic Council, has committed to providing a 
fast-track permitting program for qualified projects and making all efforts possible to ensure that these pro-
jects are able to receive permits within a 90-day process timeframe.  
 
 
GPEC 90-DAY CERTIFIED 
 
GPEC, through its Community Building Consortium (CBC) and Economic Development Directors Team, offers 
a 90-day or less certified permitting process, which decreases process timeframes for qualified projects.  
 
GPEC communities are committed to streamlining and simplifying, where possible, the permitting process. 
This business-friendly process will save you time and money in getting projects off the ground.  
 
For more information on the GPEC 90-day Certified Permitting Program, or any of their other initiatives, visit 
them online at www.gpec.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GPEC Partnership 

















 
Private Utility Company Contacts for Businesses and Developers: 
 
Electrical 
APS            520/421.8400 
Electric District Number 3         520/424.9021 
 
Gas 
Southwest Gas Corporation         602/861.1999 
 
Communications 
Orbitel Communications         520/568.8890 
Qwest            800/244.1111 
Maricopa Broadband          520/568.0778 
 
Water & Sewer 
Global Water Resources         520./568.4452 
 
Through its subsidiaries Santa Cruz Water Company and Palo Verde Utilities Company, Global Water 
provides water and wastewater service to the City of Maricopa. www.gwresources.com  
    
 
Maricopa Domestic Water         520/568.2239 
Serving select areas of downtown Maricopa. 
 
Waste 
Waste Management of AZ         602./437.3165 
Maricopa Disposal Services         520./568.4020 
Recycling Association of Maricopa        520/568.9428 
  
 
  
Maricopa Economic Development Department     602/316.6812 
economicdevelopment@maricopa-az.gov 
 
 

Local Contacts 




